
Acid Base Balances 

Normal Ranges               pH   7.35 - 7.45 

CO2   35-45 

BE    0-4 (% Bicarb)  

1. Look at the pH 
If the pH is low the patient is Acidotic 

If the pH is high the patient is Alkolotic 

 

2. Look at the pH and Co2 

If the pH and the Co2 are going in the opposite directions it is Respiratory  
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3. Look at pH and BE  

If the pH and the BE are going in the same direction it is Metabolic. 
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